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312210 Meollngs as specified are held at the School 
of Mines and Industries, Lydiard Street Sth., 
432425 Art Bullding, commencing at 7.30 pt 
41354 EXCURSIONS, AS SPECIFIED, COMMENCE 
4 FROM CROCKERS, cnr. STURT AND ARN- 
332282 STRONG STS., BALLARAT, at 9.30 a.m. for 
FULL DAY OUTINGS OR AT 1.30 p.m. for 
861319 HALF DAY* } 


EXCURSION - To the Campbelltown area - Sept 6th 


After meeting up with members of the Creswick 
Field Naturalists Club, The party of 25 set off 
for the Sandon State Forest at Campbelltown. 

We were fortunate to have Roger Thomas with us 
as soon after our arrival he whistled up a black 
eared cuckoo. The bird was most obliging and 
posed on the top of a dead branch for some 
minutes so that we all had excellant views. 

The first half hour or so were largely spent 
with eyes to the ground rather than on the birds, 

Many bulbous plants and orchids were in bud or 
bloom. Our plant list included - chocolate lily, 
Twining Fringe Lily Bulbine Lily(all three in © 
bud); Early Nancy, Black-anther Flax-lily, 
Yellow Star, Pink Fingers and Blue Caladenia, 
other orchids were Beard and Sun orchids (buds) 
and by Dwarf, Tall and Large Striped Greenhoods, 
Leopard and Waxlip Orchids. Also seen were the 
Glimbing and Scented Sundews. 

While we were rummaging in the leaf litter we 
disturbed a male Mallee Mouse Spider. The head 
was a rich glossy red, the body bluish black. 

The 12mm spider stood its ground and was 
prepared to attack, with its head raised and. 
fangs at the ready. He has a painful bite, the 
female of the species is larger and more deadly, 
with venom as potent as that of the SVieaey funnel 
web. The female is glossy black and brown and 
for.many years the male and female Mouse Spiders” 
were thought to be different species. 

We left the wooded area, walked along a track 
and then through pasture, beside a creek. 

During this walk, we saw red rump parrots at 
their nest hole, little and black faced cuckoo 
shrikes and common brpnzewing pidgeons. Back 
through the trees for a rufus whistler and 
jacky winter. 

We moved on to the edge of a woodland dam: for 
lunch, to be joined by Genny Binns and four 
children, who in their rubber boots enjoyed 
themselves hunting for frogs. 

We meanwhile saw the brown pink. robin that 

had been in the same small area for at 


least a month. 


cont 1 
Onto a ten metre high yellow robins nest, to 
which the bird returned soon after our arrival, 
and then to disturb an owlet nightjar which flew 
some some distance from the large group of on- 
lookers. At about.the same time somebody saw 

the crested bellbird that had been calling nearby 
and we spotted a horsfields bronze cuckoo. 

Walking back to where the cars were parked we 
heard and saw an olive backed oriole and a number 
of honeyeaters, including brown headed, fuscus, 
white naped and yellow tufted. 

Afternoon tea over, and with some of the party 
returning to Creswick and Ballarat, we finished 
our bird watching at a lignum swamp, just off the 
Campbelltown - Carisbrook road and at the Black 
Swamp. Before reaching the lignum we spotted a 
hobby perched on the fence. The swamp provided 
Australasian shoveller, grey.teal and black duck, 

On the Black Swamp there were nesting Black 
swans, hardhead and mountain ducks also black 
winged stilts. 

Alltold we saw 69 species of birds in the 
forest and at the swamps, In Sandon State Forest 
area the trees were predominantly Yellow Gum and 
Yellow and Grey Box with River Red Gums along the 
creek, There were four wattles - Hedge, Gold- 
dust and wirilda with Golden Wattle dominating 
the scene. My thanks to Helen Burgess and Edna 
Williams of Creswick for their plant list. 

F.H. 
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EXCURSIONS 

November 8 - Clunes, Mt. Beckworth area - Details of 
movement, page 2 of October News Sheet 

November 21 - Saturday, half day trip to Lal Lal and 
Mt. Doran area. Meet at Crockers Corner 
at 1.30pm 


COMMITTEE MEETING - 130 Moola St, Tuesday November 25, 8.00pm 
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Serendip 


Sunday 19th September was such a 
lovely day that it was far too nice to 
waste. We were glad that an excursion 
had been planned. A small group of _ 
about 14 of us went to the Serendip 
wildlife research station just out of 
Lara near Geelong. We were to have 
been shown over the research area but a 
mix-up witn dates occured so after 
Bary busily trying to find somebody to 
lead us, we were met by Margaret Fad- 
dis, a young ranger with the Conserva- 
tion Forests and Lands department from 
the You Yangs. She came and rescued us. 
We were not able to see the research 
areas but at least we could be taken 
into the locked enclosures housing 
wildlife. 

The Serendip was established in 
1952 by the Fisheries and Wildlife on 
3,000 hectares. The purpose was to see 
how farming and wildlife could co- 
exist. Farmers had been prone to shoot- 
ing, especially the magpie geese, not 
being aware of the mutual benefits to 
each other. These days the geese can 
commonly be seen and farmers have 
been encouraged to build dams amd 
plant reeds around the edges to provide 
suitable habitats. 

People from the Monash University 
are working there to study breeding 
habits and incubating eggs. Work is 
also being done on the Samba deer, an 
introduced species, to test the effects 
of their hooves on pastures. 

We met Henry, a “watch dog” brolga 
who kept a vigilant eye on our progress. 
We saw a kookaburra which has been 
hand reared and now cannot fend for it- 
self and hasn't even learned to fly so 
must spend its days in an enclosure. A 
tiger snake slithered into an enclosure 
which we were assured held potoroos, 
despite there being no sign of them. A 
paddock contained swamp wallabies 
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which apparently like to be near running 
water and to be alone. A dam, made to 
show farmers how to make theirs, had 
wood ducks and magpie geese around it 
and a nest contained large white eggs. 

We saw a Cape Barren goose and Mar- 
garet explained that while they prefer 
fresh water they are able to cope with 
salty water by excreting the salt by a 
special modified greenish-yellow area 
around their bills. 

We entered a large bird cage and 
were pleased to be among stone cur- 
lews, eastern rosellas, Mallee ring- 
necked parrots, red rumped parrots, 
king parrots, crimson rosellas, crested 
Pigeons, tawny frogmouths and other 
birds. 

We finished our stay by looking again 
at a pond divided into "pens" out the 
front. The musk ducks seemed disap- 
pointed that we didn't feed them white 
mice as most visitors do. We saw a 
few species of ducks up close enough to 
really see - pink-eared, blue billed, 
chestnut teal, wood ducks, white eye or 
little hard head duck and mountain 
ducks.. The children were delighted 
with the tiny, baby ducklings. Most of 
these ducks are free to come and go as 
they please - they are tagged to follow 
their movements - sometimes from 
Queensland and Northern Territory. 

We were able to satisfy our curiosity 
about some bustards we saw. Their pe- 
culiar appearance was their breeding 
plumage. We were disappointed to hear 
that 63% of the vegetation at the You 
Yangs (after fire) is now the dreaded 
boneseed weed. Margaret suggested we 
visit there sometime. If we do it 
sounds as though we should take shov- 
els! 

After a very pleasant morning, most 
of the group travelled to the Stieglitz 
area for an afternoon walk. ap. 
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Afternoon 19.9.87 

The Brisbane Ranges were glowing with 
wattles, both a. pycnantha and a. myrtifolia, 
with Dusty Miller an effective contrast. Walking 
through White Helichrysums, we found the cheerful 
colour of Running Postman, lots of vigorous blue 
Love Creeper, Heath both pink and white, and then 
bright dots of orchids (Blue Caladenia, Waxlips, 
Leopards and Nodding Greenhoods). There were 
leaves of Red beaks but no flowers, and the 
attractive Steighitz Grevillea. More cheerful 
yellows from Hibbertias, and Goodenias, and the 
Flat Pea just coming into flower. The texture 
and shape of the grass* trees makes a lovely back 
ground for this garden but many of these are 
dying. 


We heard and saw many birds including 2 
cuckoo, Rosellas, Fantails etc, and saw 
butterflies for the season - Common 


kinds of 
our first 
Browns. 


On ‘the way home we stopped at the old town 
of Steiglitz and spotted some koalas, one of 
which was a large handsome one with a baby firmly 
enscQgnced in her lap. 
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observed during Kingston Tour to 


N.W. Australia. 


Koalas at Hansens Road/Incolls 


Red backed Wrens, 


Splendid Wrens 


bottom of 


Red tailed cockatoos, 
Black Cockatoos (c 


Rd, Enfield . L. Fink 
- McErlain Interesting Mistletoe in Mulga parrots 
casuarina, at rear of Pomonal 
Hall. Carnabys 
white) 


Pair. of bustar ds 
Large flocks of 


Bugerigahs 


Hairy-nosed Wombats . 


Urquharts Bluff, Great Ocean 
Road . Sea lions 
. Binns 3 Adelaide Rosellas (blue cheeked 


rosellas) at M. Lofty, S.A. 
Variations in colour noted , 


J. Gregurke: Yellow footed Rock Wallaby 
Red backed kingfisher 


(at Arkaroola) . 


Influx of White Winged Trillers 
at Stawell - early Rainbow Bird, 


Chesnut-tailed Thornbills. formation. 


G. Mangtrss: Ibis at Swan 
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Viminaria juncea Tall shrub, almost leafless, with long 
branchlets. Small yellow Pomicee in long terminal racemes. 
Calyx with five short equal lobes. Bracteoles absent. 
Stamens free. Pod sessile. 

In Ballarat area found only at Mt. Beckworth. 


Glycine clandestina slender twining plant with small 
leaves in three leaflets. Very small blue-purple flowers. 
Calyx with narrow lobes. Stamens united. Pod narrow. 
Found in moist gullies. 


Kennedia prostrata Prostrate plant. Leaves arranged in 
three leaflets. Large red flowers. Upper calyx lobes 


united. Pod flat. Widespread. 


Bossiaea prostrata Leaves ovate or oblong. Medium 


yellow and red flowers. Two upper calyx lobes united. 
Bracteoles present. Stamens united. Pod tough and flat. 
Scattered occurrences all districts. 


Swainsona procumbens Plant prostrate. Leaves pinnate. 
Very large purple flowers. Stamens free. Calyx lobes 
almost equal. Pod inflated. Clunes district. 


Platylobium obtusangulum Leaves opposite. Large yellow 


and red flowers, Bracteoles present. stamens united. 
. Two upper calyx lobes large, three lower lobes small. 
Pod broad opening along lower suture. Widespread. 

Sie Bedggood. a 
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The Australian National 
University wiil be conducting 
a 1988 Summer Schoo! on the 
Environment. All courses are 
residential and will be held 


24-28 January Kosciusko in 
Summer, in Kosciusko - 
National Park 


3-6 February Rainforests of 
Southern NSW, at Kioloa, 
South Coast of NSW 


8-12 February Native Plant 
Identification, at Jervis Bay, 
South Coast of NSW 
: 
é 
4 
= 


12-14 February Nature and 
Landscape Photography, in 
Kosciusko National Park 


For further information 
telephone (062) 493016, 494754 


Centre for Continuing Education 
Australian National University 
GPO Box 4 Canberra ACT 2601 
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. ACROSS 
7 Largest living reptile (9) 8 Your 'funny bone' ends here (5) 9 Beaked marine mollusc (7) 
10 of Thorns (starfish) (5) 12 Star flower (5) 14 Drug dependents (7) 16 Ubiqitous member 
of F.Fringillidae. (7) 17 Immature frog (7) 19 Having teeth (7) 20 Grey-black water hens (5) 
22 Small woody plant (5) 24 Phaseolus vulgaris (Legume) (7) 25 Primitive plant life (5) 26 Bandico- 
ot or snake (descriptive name) (4-5) : 


DOWN 
1 Level of classification of organisms (5) 2 One who is mentally deficient (5) 3 Seasons (7) 
4 Commonly capsicuns (7) 5 Organisation for those of high 1.9.(5)9 Hoof or pllant (Genus Limulus)(9) 
11 Dog akin to Greyhound (7) 13 Superficial wound to skin (7)! Anisoptera (singular) (9) Gen 
descriptive of Chalcophaps indica (7) 19 Brolgas are well known for their courtship (7) 
21 Try taming this mouselike creature! (5) 22 Bees and nestles have this in cannon (5) 
23 Mammary gland (5) > 
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